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Celebrating Growth
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Description automatically generated]You can’t beat a right proper chapel anniversary. One of the things that I remember as a child was being taken to Four Lane Ends Congregational Chapel’s Anniversary Services – The Sermons as they are still colloquially known – which was an event where not only was a celebration of the work done by the forebears of the members there, but also a chance to meet up with my father’s extended family. Best frocks were worn, new hats obtained and for a small child like me, the joys of sitting through three hour-long services in a day!!!!! Happily, my great-uncle Sam was a master baker, so the teas were always the thing that made all things better. I can still savour the delicacy of his butterfly buns with the lightest of buttercream.
[image: A cake with a picture of a church]So it was really nice to hear that there are some churches who still acknowledge the giants on whose shoulders we stand and in the case of Westfield URC in Wyke to celebrate their 200th Anniversary over the weekend of 11th & 12th May. A full report of the weekend can be found on the Synod’s website, but here’s the Synod Moderator, Rev Jamie Kissack, with Church Secretary Mrs Kath Lonsdale and Imogen Illingworth cutting the anniversary cake.  Imogen is a member of the young people’s group who has attended faithfully since the group began 7 years ago. She also loves to regularly serve refreshments on a Sunday morning – so thank you and well done Imogen!

“Worship must be our first priority in the synod”
Revd. Jamie Kissack, Synod Moderator.
For those of you with a keen eye and regularly visit the Synod Website, you may have noticed that the  https://urcyorkshire.org.uk/worship/ page has been re-invigorated. Recently churches have been asked to let us know if they are streaming/recording their services and where they can be found online. We are then uploading these links to the Worship - URC Yorkshire Synod page so that we all can share in the different styles of worship. Recently added to Herringthorpe’s, Skipton’s and Lodge Moor’s services are links to St Paul’s in Harrogate, Hornsea URC and Christ Church in Stocksbridge. I know other churches in the Synod stream their services, so if you do, please send us the link at office@urcyorkshire.org.uk and we will upload it to the Synod Website. 
So, with this in mind, there’s no excuse not to ring the office up with all the details of what is happening where you are and where we can find it. Tell me what you plan for the summer so that I can help spread that news. Drop me a line at clerk@urcyorkshire.org.uk and I’ll showcase it in the next edition, due out on Thursday 6th June.
Thank you and God Bless,
Tim Crossley
Synod Clerk
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Daily Devotions

[image: ]Lindsay Brown, the URC’s Mission Support Officer has been in touch with the following message. “Hopefully you will have spotted that the last two weeks of Daily Devotions have been dedicated to the theme of evangelism.  They were written by Eddie Boon, Thames North’s Discipleship Enabler. We’re thankful for these thought-provoking and accessible reflections, which you may find to be a useful resource for your churches. We add these Devotions in booklet form which can be printed off locally and used to encourage people to think more about evangelism. Andy Braunston (andy.braunston@urc.org.uk) can provide booklets for the 5 Marks of Mission series and would be interested to know if you’d value either of these series to be reworked into small group studies for local church use.

Starting from 1st May there will be a 5-week series on the 5 Marks of Mission, as reenvisaged by Graham Adams in his book Holy Anarchy. You can find the first in the series here: https://devotions.urc.org.uk/todays-daily-devotion/. From Andy Braunston’s introduction to the series: ‘Over the next five weeks a diverse group of ministers and thinkers will look at these five marks of mission and write about them from their own contexts - which range far and wide in our global and ecumenical interconnectedness.   Graham will write the first reflection for each week and then five others will continue to reflect on that mark with their own unique theological, cultural and mission perspectives.’  We do hope you find them stimulating and recommend them to your churches and networks.” 
These initiatives are part of the Church’s response to calls for a more holistic view of mission, where sharing our faith with others becomes as natural as serving our communities and working for justice.  
[bookmark: _Hlk167270280][image: A blue and black banner with a cross and text

Description automatically generated]Faith Talk
How do we talk about and share our faith as individuals and as churches?  
This webinar is the first in a series as the Church seeks to develop a more holistic vision of mission. 
The first of the relaxed 90 minutes sessions was on Wednesday 1 May, but you can still register for the sessions in the rest of May at mission@urc.org.uk 


Lay Preachers and Worship Leaders Weekend
“Lifting parables from the page: preaching for today’s Church”.
at the Wydale Conference Centre, Brompton by Sawdon near Scarbrough
https://www.wydale.org
We are pleased to say that registration for our third Lay Preachers and Worship Leaders weekend at Wydale Conference Centre is NOW OPEN. 
This will be 19th – 21st July 202424 (Friday teatime to Sunday lunch).
We are excited that Rev Dr Susan Durber will be our main speaker at the conference, and that once again we will be joined by our Moderator, Rev Jamie Kissack.
This weekend will again be paid for by synod and grants so you will only need to cover your travel costs. 
There is only 1 place left so get in touch as soon as possible with the Synod Office at office@urcyorkshire.org.uk or ring 0113 289 8490 to book.

[image: A landscape with trees and grass]


Yours in Christ’s service
Kath Lonsdale, Anne Dale, Jill Fletcher, Rod Morrison,
Lay Preachers and Worship Leaders Planning Group
For any queries, please contact Kath at kathlonsdale@talktalk.net  01274 315203 or 07759525936.
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Description automatically generated]New Members at Roundhay

Over the Easter weekend St Andrew’s Roundhay were happy to welcome into membership (hopefully from left to right) Sasha, Anne and Jackie. They were formally brought into membership during the Easter Morning service.

We at Synod welcome Sasha, Anne and Jackie into the wider fellowship of the URC in Yorkshire and beyond, and pray that their Christian journey is fulfilling, joyous and offers the opportunity of bringing even more people to Jesus Christ. 
[image: A child sitting on a yellow and blue wall]

After such a wet spring and it feels like the summer is still so far away
 [image: 🌧][image: ☔️][image: 🌧][image: ☔️]
However, here is an event to give you that summer feeling!

THURSDAY 15 AUGUST at 
Herringthorpe United Reformed Church 
Get your young people together and come and join in with an afternoon of fun and friendship.
We will have inflatables available, a nerf war, summer craft activities, food and drink, and short faith seminars.
Bookings now open!
For more information contact wilderness@urc.org.uk.
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[image: ][image: A white and blue text with blue text]Building on the success of last year’s Synod Forums, this year’s sessions have already started. A week last Saturday saw the first of the Forums taking place in Scarborough, and the next one will take place in Gleadless on 1st June. These opportunities for fellowship and good conversation are too good to miss. You are free to choose the date and venue that is best for you.  All will run from 10.30am – 1pm.  You are encouraged to stay to share a bring-your-own lunch.

As last year, the conversation will be based around Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.  It will be mostly in small group discussions, so you get chance to share with people from other churches.   We will picking up on some of the themes in the URC’s Theos report (https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/cmsfiles/URC-report-Final.pdf), and will be asking Where do we see flourishing in Yorkshire Synod? (And what might be the barriers to flourishing?)

We hope that this will also be a chance for those with Synod roles to hear from the local church about your opportunities and challenges so that together we can find the best ways to support and encourage each other.  The Synod Forum is your place to have your voice heard, and to help shape the priorities of the Synod.


ST ANDREW’S ROUNDHAY, CLOCKTOWER COMMUNITY CAFÉ
FUNDRAISING MORNING

[image: A sign with a clock tower and flowers][image: A cake on a plate]The Clocktower Community Café meets every Wednesday from 10.00am – 12 noon at St Andrew’s Roundhay URC. It is a welcoming place for people to bring friends, meet friends and make friends over a cuppa and perhaps something to eat.  In 2023 the café had a special coffee morning to raise money for Dementia UK which was very successful.  
This year we decided to use the café to support Christian Aid. On 8th May 2024 we decorated the Memorial Hall in Christian Aid colours, had an even wider selection of home-made cakes than usual including a special Christian Aid cake, and, in addition to toasted teacakes we brought back our highly popular bacon rolls.  

[image: A group of people standing in front of a table with food]
We also had a Christian Aid exhibition showcasing some of their work around the world, and we ran a second-hand bookstall, a Fair Trade stall and sold Palestinian olive oil.  
The event was very well attended and, once gift aid is added, we raised a total of £1,367 for Christian Aid. A huge thank you to everyone who supported us!
Contribution: Sheana Dudley and the Clocktower Community Café Team.

[image: A group of people sitting at a table]

To offer support for the Church’s humanitarian support for those affected by the ongoing crisis in Gaza please visit the URC’s website at Christian Aid Middle East Crisis Appeal - United Reformed Church. Also please visit the Christian Aid Appeal site which includes supporting key facts and information, together with the opportunity to make donations direct to Christians Aid. You can also contribute through the URC’s own programme Commitment for Life at Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory – United Reformed Church.



 [image: ]

For more information please contact Revd Sally Massey Thomas
Minister with St Paul’s Bayswater and Kensington United Reformed Churches, Acting Ecumenical Officer Thames North Synod, Email - minister.stpaulsbayswaterurc@gmail.com , 
Tel - 0207 912 3253 / 07738 766677
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KELD RESOURCE CENTRE
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH LOW ROW WITH KELD URC
NEW FOR 2024 : STUDY DAYS
[image: 20180825_150528]
We are delighted to announce a new series of study days for 2024 and issue a warm invitation to come to any or all of them! They are:
Thursday July 4th : Revd. Michael Pearson
                                 Five impossible Things to Believe before Christmas!
Saturday August 17th : Revd. Peter Sinclair
                                 After Sunday : Being Church Seven Days a Week
Thursday September 26th : Ms. Dorothy Thomson
                                 There’s a Sermon in There Somewhere!
The programme will be as follows:



10.30 : Arrivals and Coffee
11.00 : Session One
12.30 : Lunch
13.30 : Session Two

15.00 : Refreshments and Departure
There will be discussion, sharing, space to ponder …….
All participants are invited to bring a packed lunch. Drinks will be provided. The cost for the day will be £10 per person.
To book your place, please contact Revd David Wood at david.wood4@btinternet.com
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TAIZE PILGRIMAGE
We have been contacted by our friend, Rt Revd Smitha Prasadam, the Bishop of Huddersfield. She is leading a pilgimage to Taize during August 2024 and it is hoped the Archbishop of York will also join it for part of that time. The pilgrimage is open to young people, families and church leaders so that we can better connect faith and daily life through the rhythms of prayer that community life affords and in the company of fellow pilgrims from all over the world – in a place which a former Pope called a “little springtime for the church.”








17 – 26 August 2024


17 – 26 August 2024

You need to have a British passport or other passport with Schengen visa and the cost will be £300 per person. This includes a contribution for the stay in Taizé and return travel to Huddersfield (other stops negotiable). 
There is a leaflet available which I can send out (e-mail me at clerk@urcyorkshire.org.uk) but for more information please contact Bishop Smitha at bishop.smitha@leeds.anglican.org or taize@holynativity.co.uk and we are told that bookings and full payments are due by 5th July. 
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Church & Community Engagement Newsletter      
New for May 2024 is the first edition of the Church & Church & Community Engagement Newsletter! It’s packed full of information, resources and means of encouragement to enable you and your church to be even more present and engaged within your local neighbourhood and with communities as an expression of God’s love and mission.
It is run by Steve Summers (Development Worker) and Samara Andrews (Administrator) who are based through Chruch House in the Church Related Community Work and Special Category Ministry  section. In each issue they will bring us news of all that is happening in the life of CRCW and SCM projects around the denomination as well as highlighting parter activities and resource sources. 
This is the link to this first issue Church & Community Engagement News (urc-news.org.uk) or https://tinyurl.com/26wjxoe9 or for more information and to sign up to the newsletter contact Samara at samara.andrews@urc.org.uk. 
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Description automatically generated]The URC History Society Conference
16-18 September 2024, University of Durham
 
The Church on the margins: learning from the past to shape the future
 Speakers include:
1. [image: Durham Cathedral from the River Wear]Dr Michael Hopkins: “Durham and its Dissent”
1. Nancy Graham: “The trajectory of Erik Routley”
1. Prof. Alec Ryrie: “A remarkable work of grace”: the first era of Presbyterian missions (c. 1740-70)
1. Prof. Peter Ackers: “The Churches of Christ and the early twentieth century British labour movement”
1. Dr Victoria Turner: “Coming to terms with Coloniality: The Changed Mind of Bernard Thorogood as General Secretary of CWM”
1. Prof Stephen Taylor: “Episcopalian congregationalism: a neglected episode in the development of Anglicanism in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries”
  
This is an open and welcoming conference, for those with a general interest through to professional historians/theologians.  We welcome serving ministers, because the conference is about exploring where we have come from in order to know where we are going. £275 full board in single room, £250 per person sharing a double room. Payments to United Reformed Church History Society 40-52-40, 00032467
Ministers can access EM3 funding towards this and for others it comes within the scope of the small DDF grant application for lay folk in Synods. For more information on this contact Kath Lonsdale through the Synod office at office@urcyorkshire.org.uk.

SAFEGUARDING
The Safeguarding team have asked that you are reminded that they are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week and 365 days a year (and even 366 days in Leap Years!!). Details can be found on the Yorkshire website at https://urcyorkshire.org.uk/safeguarding/ and any query, either by phone or by e-mail will be answered within 24 hours.

Safeguarding Training

The Safeguarding team have put together some fresh dates for Intermediate and Advanced Safeguarding Training as well as a few dates offering Refresher Training.
As ever, to book a place, please let Paula Kitson know which course and the date you wish to attend – her e-mail address is paulakitson.1and4@urc.org.uk – and a zoom link will be sent to you shortly before the event where appropriate.




Intermediate Training – via zoom
Tuesday 11th June 2024 @ 10am
Thursday 27th June 2024 @ 7pm
Monday 16th September @10am
Wednesday 20th November 2024 @1pm

Refresher Training – via zoom 
Thursday 25th July 2024 @ 10am
Tuesday 13th August 2024 @ 1pm
Wednesday 25th September 2024 @ 7pm
Saturday 16th November 2024 @10am

Advanced Training – via zoom, both parts must be completed.
Monday 25th November 2024 @ 1pm
Monday 2nd December 2024 @ 1pm




[image: ]
[image: A purple and white flyer]More details as well as a booking form can be found on the Westminster College website at……
 https://www.westminster.cam.ac.uk/urc/events

[bookmark: _Hlk166079382]Also the College is seeking immediate nominations and applications for a Convenor of Governors for Westminster College. This is an opportunity to support the College at an exciting time of change and development. Do you have experience of UK higher education? Do you value good governance? Do you enjoy chairing meetings? If so then we would love to hear from you. For details please visit 
https://urc.org.uk/jobs/. To find out more about Education and Learning in the URC and how Westminster College fits into that please contact jenny.mills@urc.org.uk.
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Solar Panels
[bookmark: _Hlk166079998][image: ]Our erstwhile Property Officer, Jane Bunyan (as well as the Eco Apostles), have been made aware of new guidance for the installation of Solar panels to church buildings. Full details can be found through the Historic England website at https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/technical-advice/building-services-engineering/installing-photovoltaics/, so if you are thinking of helping God’s planet, please take a look here and contact Jane at property@urcyorkshire.org.uk
Resources Committee HR Volunteer Opportunity
[image: A logo for a church]The United Reformed Church recently announced some new and exciting opportunities to contribute to its governance and operational effectiveness.
We are looking for an HR volunteer to join the new Resources Committee that will not only support key operational services delivered from Church House but will also serve the wider denomination.
Do you have experience in HR? Do you want to be part of this exciting and transformational committee?

[image: URC Resources Committee Volunteer Roles]If so, we invite you to apply for the following voluntary position: –
· One HR specialist committee member – Role description 
· Resources Committee – Terms of Reference
Interested?
If you have any questions or would like further information, please contact Victoria James, Chief Operating Officer on 07540 146 883 or email victoria.james@urc.org.uk.

To apply, please send a CV by email to Victoria James. Nominations can also be sent to Victoria.
Please submit your application or nominations by 12pm on 15 May.
Applications will be screened by the Chief Operating Officer and a relevant staff member. Shortlisted applicants will be asked to attend a short meeting with them. References for all volunteers will be sought prior to positions being confirmed.

And Finally

[image: A group of women wearing paper crowns]At The United Church in Kirkheaton there was a fun celebration to mark the Pentecost weekend of 19th & 20th May. Young and old participated in the weekend’s events and during the Sunday service, led by their minister, Rev Sue Pegg, “Flame” headbands were made and are seen here modelled by some of the congregation. After the service refreshments were had, including “flame” decorated cupcakes. These, I’m told, were so popular that they had all been eaten by the time the photographer got around to finding their camera, but I’m sure we can all imagine how they added to the fellowship and praise that all who attended enjoyed.



If you have a good news story from your part of the Synod, drop me a line at clerk@urcyorkshire.org.uk and I’ll make sure it hits the back page!!

You can also keep an eye on all our social media platforms for news; on the website at Home - URC Yorkshire Synod, the Facebook pages at United Reformed Church in Yorkshire - Home | Facebook and Wilderness URC Yorkshire - Home | Facebook, the YouTube page at URC Yorkshire - YouTube and the Twitter page at URC in Yorkshire (@URCYorkshire) / Twitter.
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10.30am —1pm
Followed by lunch together

Saturday 11" May 2024
At St. Andrew’s United Reformed Church, Scarborough, YO11 2LN

Saturday 1%t June 2024
At Gleadless United Reformed Church, Sheffield, S12 2NP

Saturday 8t June 2024
At Salem United Reformed Church, Burley in Wharfedale, LS29 7DG

Saturday 6% July 2024
At Christ Church LEP, Hipperholme, HX3 8AA

All members and friends of the Yorkshire Synod churches are invited to
Jjoin us in faith-shaped conversation about the life and mission of the
local church.

Please bring a packed lunch. Coffee, tea and cakes or pastries provided
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UK Wide Safeguarding
Training 2024

Make your booking by emailing: Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk

All training listed below will take place via Zoom
First date Second date

ca 17 January, 2024 | Domestic abuse 4 June, 2024
...mu ; .,,. tM 1:30pm 6:30pm
il‘g ‘ml 25 January Safeguarding for Pastoral 11 June
h\‘-‘ 1:30pm Workers and Elders 6:30pm
supporting survivors
30 January Modern slavery 8 October
6:30pm 1:30m
31 January Elders as Trustees 14 May
1:30pm 7:00pm
8 February DDC Verifiers training and 23 May
1:30pm safer recruitment 6:30pm
27 February Substance abuse 3 October
6:30pm 1:30m
6 March Refugees and asylum seekers | 17 September
1:30pm 6:30pm
18 March Safeguarding for Ministers | 25 September
6:30pm supporting survivors 1:30pm
18 April Adult safeguarding 15 October
6:30pm 1:30m
8 May Spiritual abuse 11 November
1:30pm 7:00m
www.urc.org.uk
000000 28 October DDC Verifiers training and 4 December
6:30pm safer recruitment 10:00em
19 November Online safety
1:30pm

From the United Reformed Church Safeguarding Committee
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Worship Leaders 2024 accommodation, meals
and course):

P P
'Living in Praise « Single room -£195
* Double room - £390

Friday 6th - Sunday 8t September « Daydelegate- £ 90

Arrivals from 4pm (course start 6pm) - 2pm departures.

Our 2024 Supporting Lay Preachers and Worship

Leaders residential will be using the Year C Lectionary For more information and
to help us reflect on what we have to share with our a booking form please
churches that will engage with peoples' lives, our local contact the Tutorial Office
communities and address some of the big issues the 01223 330649

world is facing. By using the lectionary Year C we hope
to offer you insights and resources that will help your
worship leading throughout the coming year.

office@westminster.cam.ac.uk

As ever this popular event will include input from
college staff and others. There will be time for
discussion, reflection and worship, as well as social time
together. There will also be space to enjoy the facilities
and beauty of Westminster and Cambridge. We look
forward to seeing you back again or for a first visit. A
‘warm welcome awaits.

Serving the United Reformed Church
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WE ARE HIRING!

St Andrew’s Roundhay United Reformed
Church, have a vacancy for a Financial
Administrator to take on book-keeping,
room bookings and grant applications.
Flexible hours and location based upon
20 hours per week.
Salary is £15,600 per annum.
Closing date for applications is 21st

June, 2024.
Please visit our website for full job
specification.
@
o

Please submit your CV and a
short covering letter, stating why
you would be suitable for the role, to:

or post to

www.standrews.cc
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